
WeightMiss/Lose/Waste Collocations

1. Tick (√) the possible collocations.
A class A key An

appointment
A

flight
A

wallet
Money A

chance
Weight My

home
town

My
mind

Food My
family

A TV
show

Miss

Lose

Waste

2. Complete these sentences with the same word:
a. Don’t _____________ your time in class! Take notes, ask questions and try to use new

words.
b. My brother ____________s all of his money on cigarettes and beer.
c. I don’t like my kids ____________ing food – they have to eat all of their dinner.

3. Complete these sentences with the same word:
a. He __________________ his job when the company closed.
b. She _________________ 5 kilos after going on a diet after Christmas
c. I couldn’t get into the house – I ________________ my keys.

4. Complete these sentences with the same word:
a. When she’s not here, I _________________ her so much.
b. I was running because I didn’t want to __________________ the bus.
c. “El Bofo” _____________ed an easy chance against the USA. He could have won the

game for Mexico!

5. Decide if the underlined verbs in the following sentences are correct or incorrect. Make
the necessary corrections.

a. I missed the game last night because my wife was watching a soap opera.
b. I’m sorry! I lost the meeting because I was stuck in traffic.
c. This meeting is pointless! I feel like I’m losing my time.
d. I lost my credit card and had to call the bank to cancel it.

6. Common Expressions
Look at the common expressions which are underlined in the sentences below. Discuss their
meaning with your partner.

a. I told him my opinion about his problems but he didn’t listen. I was just wasting my
breath.



b. I’ve lost touch with most of old school friends. I have no idea what’s happening in their
lives!

c. Blanco lost his head and punched another player. The referee had to give him a red
card.

d. Just because you didn’t get the job, don’t lose heart! Keep trying and soon you’ll find
something.

e. I’m not in the mood going out drinking tonight; I think I’ll give it a miss.
f. The CD is a bit hit and miss; some of the songs are good and some of them are awful.

7. Discussion Questions
a. When was the last time you missed class? What were your reasons for doing so?
b. Have you ever bought something and then felt that it was a waste of money afterwards?

What was it? Why?
c. Have you lost touch with anyone that you wish you still had contact with?
d. When was the last time that you lost something important? What was it? What did you

do? Did you find it?

8. What conclusions have you come to about the differences between lose, miss and waste?


	WeightMiss/Lose/Waste Collocations

