
Collocations: Acknowledge & Recognise

a. Dictionary Definitions

Recognise
1. To be able to identify something or someone again
2. To admit or be aware that something exists or is true.
3. To accept something as officially valid or genuine or to approve of something officially.
4. To show official appreciation.

Acknowledge
a. To accept the truth of something
b. To report that one has received something
c. To express thanks for something
d. To show that one has noticed or recognized by a smile, gesture or greeting
e. To accept or recognize something

b. Structure
+ somebody/something (+ as + ing/noun)

recognize / acknowledge + (verb/noun) + to infinitive
+ as + ing/noun

1. Indicate which meaning of recognize (1-4) the following examples illustrate:
_____Britain has refused to recognize the new regime.
_____I recognized her by her long red hair.
_____She refused to acknowledge what had happened.
_____Smoking is generally recognized to be one of the main causes of heart disease.
_____The Queen recognized his contribution to the state by giving him a knighthood.

2. Indicate which meaning of acknowledge (a-e) the following examples illustrate:
_____He is generally acknowledged to be a world class player.
_____His services to the country were never officially acknowledged.
_____I was standing right next to her but she didn’t even acknowledge me!
_____She acknowledged that the equipment had been incorrectly installed.

3. Complete the sentences with the correct form of either recognize or acknowledge. In some
cases, both verbs may be appropriate.

1. “Could you send them an email just to ________________ that we received the
documents this morning?”

2. I've finally matured enough to _____________ that there's more to life than to getting
drunk and meeting women.



3. She is not hard to _______________ with her long blonde hair, dark green eyes and
beautiful smile.

4. The Beatles are widely _________________ to be one of the most influential groups in
the history of pop music.

5. The government has failed to _________________ the part they played in perpetuating
the crisis

6. The minister refuses to ____________the fact that he is being dishonest
7. We have to ____________ his hard work and contribution to the company.
8. You would hardly _____________ her now, with her navel ring, Balinese warrior tattoos

and green hair.
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