
Strong Intermediate / B2/C1 CEFR
Sheet 1: The Importance of being idle (Oasis)

Pre- Listening Activities
A.  Complete the sentences. Below is the first verse of a song but the last 2 words of each 
line have been erased. Guess what they are. Use no more than 2 words.

I sold my soul for the……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Because the man! He don't …………………………………………………………………………………………………….

I begged my landlord for some ……………………………………………………………………………………………..

He said "Son, the bills …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

My best friend called me the ……………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

He said "Man - are …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

My girlfriend told me to get …………………………………………………………………………………………………….           

She said "Boy - you …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

B: Match the pairs which form complete sentences

As long as there's a 
But I 
I can't get a life if 
I'll be fine, if you give me 

don’t mind
bed beneath the stars that shine 
a minute, a man’s got a limit
my heart's not in it
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C. Listen, check your answers and fill the gaps in the song.

I sold my soul for the second time
Because the man! He don't pay me
I begged my landlord for some more time
He said "Son, the 1________ are waiting"
My best friend called me the other night
He said "Man - are you crazy?”
My girlfriend told me to get a life
She said "2________ - you lazy"

But I don't mind
As long as there's a bed beneath the stars that shine
I'll be fine, if you give me a minute, a man's got a 
limit
I can't get a life if my heart's not in it
Hey Hey

I lost my 3_______in the summer time
Because it don't stop raining
The sky all day is as black as night
But I'm not 4______________
I begged my doctor for one more line
He say "Son – words fail me"
It ain't no place to be 5___________ time 
I guess I'm just lazy

BUT I don't mind
As long as there's a bed beneath the stars that shine
I'll be fine, if you give me a minute, a man's got a 
limit
I can't get a life if my heart’s not in it
Hey Hey

D. Discussion Question
1. What problems does the character in the song have?
2. Is the character of the song a happy person?
3. How do other people feel about him?
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E. One Becomes Two: You have to expand the single sentences below into two sentences. 

Rules: 
You have to turn one sentence into two sentences. You can’t change the form of the verbs.
The original sequence of words cannot be changed except by the addition of one or two words; no 
more than two words!
The first of the two sentences must end with one of the following : ; . ! ?

Example:
The sky all day is as black as night

a. The sky? All day it is as black as night.  
b. The sky all day is dark; really, as black as night.
c. Is the sky all day as black as night? Yes!

1. I sold my soul for the second time

a. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

c. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Can you give me a minute

a……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
b……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
c……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

F. Match expressions a-e on the left to similar expressions 1-5 on the right.

a) Give me a minute 1. That’s so unbelievable!
b) I don’t mind 2. I’m not committed to something!
c) Killing time 3. It doesn’t matter to me – I have no preference
d) My heart’s not in it! 4. To pass the time doing nothing important or useful 
e) Words fail me! 5. Wait!

G. Choose the most appropriate expression to use in the following situations. 
Give me a minute! Words fail me! Killing time! I don’t mind My heart’s not in it

1. Your friend asks you if you want pizza or tacos but you have no preference.

2. At the airport you read a book and played with your phone while waiting for your flight.

3. Your brother crashed your dad’s car for the 3rd time. You can’t believe it– he’s such an idiot!

4. Your friends are ready to go out but you need to clean your teeth and put on your shoes.

5. You have a job offer in the USA but you don’t want to take it because you love Mexico, your family 
is here and you have lived here all your life.

H. Discussion Questions
1. When was the last time you had to kill some time? Where were you? What did you do?

2. When was the last time that words failed you? What was the situation? Who or what was involved?

3. Have you ever been doing something that felt your heart wasn’t in? What was it? What did you do?



Strong Intermediate / B2 -C1 CEFR

 The Importance of Being Idle by Oasis
Aims: 
Writing: practice forming correct sentence structures with “non-standard” syntax.
Reading: reading for main idea
Listening: identifying missing words in a song
Speaking: Sharing experiences using some everyday expressions

Materials:
CD: The Importance of being idle, by Oasis
Sheet 1 Pre-listening activity sheet (one per student)
Sheet 2 Activity sheet 2 (one per student)
Sheet 3 Post-listening activity sheet (one per student)

Pre-listening Tasks (15mins max)
1. Give each student Sheet 1 pre-listening activity tasks. Exercise A: students work in pairs to finish each 
sentence with 2 words. Sentences must be grammatically correct. Check that sentences are grammatically 
correct and give general feedback. They don’t hear the song yet! 

Important: We are not expecting students to write the correct lyrics (they are not psychic!) but just to 
make acceptable sentences (which is a challenge in itself)

2. Exercise B: Students match the sentence pairs (one from each column) and check. Easy.

Listening Tasks (10-15 mins)
3. Give each student Activity sheet 2. Play the song once. Students compare their answers from exercise 1 

with the actual some lyrics as well as fill the gaps in the song

4. Students do the discussion questions in pairs (exercise D). Check and feedback. You may want to give 
them the chance to hear and read through the song again with no pressure.

Post-listening tasks (30-35 mins)
5. Give each student Activity Sheet 3 post-listening tasks. This activity (exercise E), 
One becomes Two, is the main writing focus of the class. Go through the rules and the example with the 
students. Basically they have one sentence. They have to transform the sentence into two sentences. They 
can add a maximum of 2 words (no more than 2 words) and use exclamation marks, full stops/periods, 
question marks, colons to separate the sentences. They can’t change the word order or the forms of the 
words or delete words.

Encourage “non-standard”, spoken style constructions sentence structures such as questions with no 
inversion or auxiliary and ellipsis (missing words).

6. Check and feedback with the whole group.

7. Exercises F,G and H are follow up activities if you have time. Students check the meaning of some 
phrases from the song (exercise F); match the phrases with the situation (exercise G); and then do the 
discussion questions (exercise H)


	 The Importance of Being Idle by Oasis
	Pre-listening Tasks (15mins max)
	Listening Tasks (10-15 mins)
	Post-listening tasks (30-35 mins)


