
The Importance of being Idle, Oasis Pre-Intermediate / A2

Sheet 1: Pre-listening tasks

Vocabulary
kill 
guess
shine

beg
soul
landlord

bills 
heart
faith

beneath
complain

1. Rearrange the word order to make grammatically correct sentences

A. THE SOUL SECOND TIME I MY FOR SOLD

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

B. LANDLORD MORE MY I BEGGED SOME FOR TIME

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

C. CALLED ME OTHER BEST FRIEND THE NIGHT MY 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

D. TO TOLD ME GIRLFRIEND LIFE GET MY A 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. Rewrite the text below. Space and punctuate the text appropriately.

butidontmindaslongasthereisabedbeneaththestarsthatshineIllbefineifyougivemeaminuteam
ansgotalimitIcantgetalifeifmyheartsnotinit

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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3. Listen to the song and a: check your answers to exercises 1 and 2 and fill in the gaps with words 
below:

faith killing complaining begged bills boy
I sold my soul for the second time
Because the man! He don't pay me
I begged my landlord for some more time
He said "Son, the 1________ are waiting"
My best friend called me the other night
He said "Man - are you crazy?”
My girlfriend told me to get a life
She said "2________ - you lazy"

But I don't mind
As long as there's a bed beneath the stars that shine
I'll be fine, if you give me a minute, a man's got a limit
I can't get a life if my heart's not in it
Hey Hey

I lost my 3_______in the summer time
Because it don't stop raining
The sky all day is as black as night
But I'm not 4______________
I 5_________my doctor for one more line
He say "Son – words fail me"
It ain't no place to be 6___________ time 
I guess I'm just lazy

BUT I don't mind
As long as there's a bed beneath the stars that shine
I'll be fine, if you give me a minute, a man's got a limit
I can't get a life if my heart’s not in it
Hey Hey
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Sheet 3: Post-listening tasks

4. Discussion Question
1. What problems does the character in the song have?
2. What’s the weather like according to the song?
3. Is the character of the song a happy person?
4. How do other people feel about him?

5. Match expressions a-e on the left to similar expressions 1-5 on the right.

a) Give me a minute 1. That’s so unbelievable!
b) I don’t mind 2. I’m not committed to something!
c) Killing time 3. It doesn’t matter to me – I have no preference
d) My heart’s not in it! 4. To pass the time doing nothing important or useful 
e) Words fail me! 5. Wait!

6. Choose the most appropriate expression (a or b) in the following situations.
a. Your friend asks you if you want pizza or tacos but you have no preference.
a. My heart’s not in it
b. I don’t mind

2. At the airport you read a book and played with your phone while waiting for your flight.
a. killing time
b. give me a minute

3. Your brother crashed your dad’s car for the 3rd time. You can’t believe it– he’s such an idiot!
a. my heart’s  not in it
b. words fail me

4. Your friends are ready to go out but you need to clean your teeth and put on your shoes.
a. give me a minute
b. killing time

5. You have a job offer in the USA but you don’t want to take it because you love Mexico, your 
family is here and you have lived here all your life.
a. I don’t mind.
b. my heart’s not in it.

7. Discussion Questions
1. When was the last time you had to kill some time? Where were you? What did you do?

2. When was the last time that words failed you? What was the situation? Who or what was involved?

3. Have you ever been doing something that felt your heart wasn’t in? What was it? What did you do?
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Aims: 

Writing – To rearrange word order in order to create grammatically correct sentences
To correctly identify word segmentation and reduced/contracted forms and to re-write a 
text

Listening- To identify newly learned words in a song
Reading- To understand the main idea of a text
Speaking- To share experiences relating to some everyday expressions from a song

Materials

CD: The Importance of being idle, by Oasis
Sheet 1 Pre-listening activity sheet (one per student)
Sheet 2 Activity sheet 2 (one per student)
Sheet 3 Post-listening activity sheet (one per student)

Procedure

Pre-listening Stage (20 mins)
1. Give out sheet 1 and pre-teach the vocabulary
2. Exercise 1. Put students in pairs and ask them to order the sentences correctly. You may want to 

remind them that typically in English the structure is: Subject + verb + object/compliment; and that 
adjectives, possessive adjectives or articles come before nouns.

3. Check and give feedback.
4. Exercise 2: In pairs, students rewrite the text with spaces and appropriate punctuation.  

Listening Stage (15 mins)
5. Give out sheet 2. Tell students to check their answers to exercises 1 and 2 and to complete the lyrics 

with the correct words.
6. Play the CD.
7. You may want to play for a second time for pleasure just to let them read it through.
8. Check and give feedback.

Post-listening Stage (20 mins)
5. Give out sheet 3. Students in pairs or small groups do the discussion questions.
6. Feedback
7. Exercise 5: Look at the table with the expressions from the song. Students have to match the 

expressions from the song on the left with expression containing similar meanings on the right.
8. Exercise 6: Students choose the expression most appropriate in the situations.
9. Exercise 7: Students discuss the questions in small groups.
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