
Collocations: Win, Earn, Gain.

1. Tick (√) the possible collocations (more than one answer may be possible):

approval altitude
an

argument
a

break
or rest

independence
an

insight
a

living momentum money a
war

Win √
Earn

Gain

2. Complete these sentences with the same word either (win, earn, or gain).
Change the form of the verb appropriately!
a. She entered a competition on the Internet and _____________ $50,000 and a trip to Venice.
b. It will great for the company if we can ___________ a couple more big contracts.
c. Women __________ the right to vote in the UK in 1928.

3. Complete these sentences with the same word either (win, earn, or gain).
Change the form of the verb appropriately!
a. Your money __________more in a high interest account.
b. You've worked so hard this year - you've certainly _________ this vacation.
c. The Ramsey Company has ___________ the reputation for producing quality office equipment

4. Complete these sentences with the same word either (win, earn, or gain).
Change the form of the verb appropriately!
a. Although we are a new company, we are quickly ___________ ground on the competition as our
market share increases.
b. Deutsche Telekom may _____________ control of a major Greek c telecommunications company.
c. Albania’s geography enables it to function as an effective transport connection in Southeastern Europe
and the country has consequently ___________ importance as a transit route.

5. Below, in the table, there are rules for the use of the 3 verbs win, earn and gain. Read
the rules and then decide which verb they are appropriate for.

a............................ b........................ c.......................

to get more of something
(weight, height, strength
etc.)

to come closer or move closer

to obtain something that is
wanted or needed

to be successful in a battle, a
race, competition or a contest

to obtain or achieve
something as the result of a
bet, competition, race

to get money by working

to get money as profit or
interest

to receive something as the
result of one's achievement
or behaviour



6. Some of the sentences below contain incorrect verbs (win, gain, earn). Find the
incorrect sentences and then correct them.
a. The mobile phone company, T-Mobile, is investigating how an intruder won access to Paris Hilton's
address book and contacts list.
b. After working for the company for 35 years, John felt that he had won his retirement.
c. You have a good job but I think you could earn more elsewhere so why not have a look for a new one?
d. As the British Pound and the Euro have been gaining strength over the dollar for a long time now,
many Americans cannot afford to travel to Europe.
e. The doctor told her that if she continued to earn weight, she would have serious health problems.

7. What do think these expression mean?
To win hands down.
To win someone over.
To gain the upper hand.

8. Discussion
a. What's the best way to earn the respect of your colleagues?
b. What measures can you take to stop people gaining access to your personal information
on the Internet?
c. If you won a substantial amount of money, say $2 million dollars,what would you do with
it?


