
Safety Problems with the Nissan Navara (collaborative writing)

Level: Intermediate / Advanced
Materials:
Worksheet 1 – news article (1 per pair)
Worksheet 2 – vocab and comprehension questions (1 per student)Worksheet 3 – text completion
exercise (half of the group need Student A the other half need the Student B sheet.Students need
notebooks or paper for the final writing task

Aim: To reconstruct a news article using appropriate syntax, grammatical structures and
vocabulary; to use appropriate discourse markers and reference words; to promote learner
autonomy through self-correction of written work

Overview: A collaborative writing class on the topic of car safety which focuses on paragraph
level textual relationships. After introducing the topic, students read a news article about safety
issues with the Nissan Navara pick up truck. Working in pairs, they are then given a copy of the
article with half of the information missing and have to reconstruct the missing information. In
the final activity, new pairs are formed who then work together to reconstruct the whole text.

*IMPORTANT: You need about 35 minutes to do the writing stages (c & d) so try to get
through the intro, vocab and reading bits within 20 minutes.

a. Intro (5 minutes max)
1. Try to generate some interest in the topic. Put (some of) the following on the board and ask
students to rank them in order of importance when choosing a car:

Brand
Color
Cost of insurance
Cost of maintenance
Fuel efficiency
Price/financing plans
Safety features
Size
Speed

2. Check that students know what they all mean.
3. Allow 1 minute for students to do the ranking then get them to discuss their answers in small
groups
4. Show (or give out) a picture of the Nissan Navara and ask some students if they think it’s
cheap or expensive, fuel efficient, fast etc. and ask them if they’d buy that truck?

b. Reading (12-15 mins)
5. Give out worksheets 1 (the text) and 2 (comprehension questions).
6. Go over vocabulary. Use the pictures of the car interior and the terrain to help.



7. Set a time limit (no more than 8 minutes), have students answer the questions on their own and
then check answers in pairs. Step in to resolve differences.

c. Writing 1 (12 mins)
8. Take back Handout 1 (the text).
9. Divide the class into two evenly numbered groups (if possible).
10. Give each student in one half Worksheet 3 (student A) and give each student in the other
half
Worksheet 3 (student B).
11. Depending on numbers form pairs or 3s of student As. And do the same with student Bs.
12. Set a ten minute time limit.
13. Explain to student As that they have the sentences 1,3,5,7 & 9 missing and that based on the
answers they wrote in the reading stage and the information contained in sentences 2,4,6 & 8,
they need to reconstruct the text. Student Bs do the same but they have to reconstruct the even
numbered sentences. Everybody needs to write!
*You’ll need some good instruction checking questions here so that everybody knows that
they are doing.
14. Monitor and give limited help where necessary.

d. Writing 2 (18 mins)
15. Instruct (or even better demonstrate) learners to tear worksheet 3 where indicated. Students
retain the sentences that they wrote (the bottom part) and you take back the top part.
16. Form new pairs, putting a student A with a student B.
17. Instruct them to rewrite the whole article using their sentences from the previous exercise.
Encourage them to correct each other where appropriate, to use pronouns (and other reference
words) and sentence connectors where appropriate.
18. As students finish, encourage them to re-read their work and to decide if they think it reads
well, does it form a coherent text. Encourage use of pronouns and other reference words, as well
as sentence connectors.
19. Check as much as you can.

As the objective of the exercise is for them to construct coherent texts rather than write the
exact text from the news article, there seems little point in giving them back the original
article for them to compare.



Worksheet 1

Nissan Navara scores worst for safety
The European body responsible for testing new cars has demanded a popular model of pick-up
truck to be recalled after giving it poor safety ratings. Experts say the poor design of the Nissan
Navara made deaths and serious injuries more likely in an accident.

The Nissan Navara is marketed as a rough and tough off-road vehicle. Sometimes used for
transporting goods or equipment, it's increasingly popular as a recreational car.

But the Euro NCAP test revealed its airbags opened too slowly and seatbelts didn't provide
enough protection during a collision. The body shell of the vehicle wasn't strong enough, and the
foot well deformed on impact, putting the driver at risk of injuries from the foot pedals. Another
pickup truck, the Isuzu Dmax, also scored poorly, with just two stars.

Nissan said the problem with the airbags only affected 2008 models of the Navara. It's inviting
owners to have their airbag settings changed, and Euro NCAP to publish test results for the
modified vehicle.

cut

Worksheet 2

Comprehension Questions
1. Who has demanded that the Nissan Navara be recalled?
2. According to experts, what are the likely consequences of the Navara’s poor design?
3. How is the Nissan Navara marketed?
4. What are some of the uses of the Nissan Navara?
5. What are 2 specific problems with the design of the Nissan Navara?
6. Which other car also scored badly on the safety tests?
7. According to Nissan, which models of the car are affected by the airbag problems?
8. What has Nissan invited Navara owners and the Euro NCAP to do?



Worksheet 3 (student A)

Below you have sentences 2, 4, 6, & 8 from the article. Your job, with your partner, is to write
the missing sentences (1,3,5,7 & 9) in the space at the bottom of the page.

2. Experts say the poor design of the Nissan Navara made deaths and serious injuries more likely
in an accident.
4. Sometimes used for transporting goods or equipment, it's increasingly popular as a
recreational car.
6. The body shell of the vehicle wasn't strong enough, and the foot well deformed on impact,
putting the driver at risk of injuries from the foot pedals.
8. Nissan said the problem with the airbags only affected 2008 models of the Navara.

(Tear here) -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.......................................................................................................................................................

3........................................................................................................................................................

5.........................................................................................................................................................

7.........................................................................................................................................................

9.........................................................................................................................................................



Worksheet 3 (student B)

Below the have sentences 1,3,5,7 & 9 from article. Your job, with your partner, is to write the
missing sentences (2, 4, 6, & 8) in the space at the bottom of the page.

1. The European body responsible for testing new cars has demanded a popular model of pick-up
truck to be recalled after giving it poor safety ratings.
3. The Nissan Navara is marketed as a rough and tough off-road vehicle.
5. But the Euro NCAP test revealed its airbags opened too slowly and seatbelts didn't provide
enough protection during a collision.
7. Another pickup truck, the Isuzu Dmax, also scored poorly with just two stars.
9. It's inviting owners to have their airbag settings changed, and Euro NCAP to publish test
results for the modified vehicle.

(Tear here) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2........................................................................................................................................................

4......................................................................................................................................................

6....................................................................................................................................................

8..................................................................................................................................................


