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Cohesive Devices (Ellipsis) : Johnny Depp Interview

What is ellipsis?
Words or phrases are left out from sentences where they are unnecessary because they have
been referred to or mentioned previously, or they are obvious from the context.

Some examples:
"When will he back?" "Tuesday." (ellipsis: He'll be back)
"Will he back tomorrow?" "No, he won't?" (ellipsis: be back tomorrow)
"Nice weather, isn't it?" (ellipsis :It's)
"Got bad news..." (ellipsis: I've)

Why is it important?
• Ellipsis is very common in spoken discourse - in particular in informal contexts.
• Ellipsis often reflects pragmatic choices made by the speaker. For example, in order to
sound polite we avoid too much ellipsis.
• Although ellipsis is universal feature of all languages, its realisation varies between
languages and so it can be difficult for learners of English both in terms of listening and speaking.
.....................................................................................................................................................................
1. The underlined text in the script below demonstrates ellipsis. Re-write the full form for each
underlined piece of text, adding the missing information. The first one is done for you.

Letterman: Have you seen the movie?

Depp: No I've not - No I've not seen the movie yet.

Letterman: I'm sorry. You've not seen the movie?

Depp: Not just yet.

Letterman: You're too busy to see it, probably?

Depp: Uh, you know, in a way, once my job is done on the film it's really none of my business.

Letterman: Really none of your business. So you deliberately don't look at the finished product.

Depp: Oh yeah, I stay as far away as I possibly can. If I can try to stay in as a profound a state of
ignorance as possible.

Letterman: Well you've come to the right place – you're exactly where you need to be. That's
interesting, and forgive me, is it a little insecurity?

Depp: It's just, you know, I don't like watching myself. I prefer the experience. Making the film is great.
The process is all fine but he's up there.

Letterman: Right. So that speaks to what I was talking about earlier. You're first and foremost an actor,
an artist, so you enjoy that process.
Depp: Yeah I do very much



2. Work with a partner. Read through the rest of the script and find more examples of ellipsis.
Write in the omitted text.

Letterman: And what about the kids? While the Public Enemy is probably not a good movie for the
7 and the 5 year old but have they seen the other, the pirate movies and stuff?
Depp: Yeah they've seen...actually, my kids have seen more of my films than I have.
Letterman: Yeah.
Depp: They come and tell me about them.
Letterman: But aren't you a little curious to just kind of get a glimpse of yourself?
Depp: Not remotely, no.
Letterman: Is that right?
Depp: Really, truly, honestly.
Letterman: Wow. But...along the way when you're making a film and say it's a complicated like
some of these pirate movies, they were shot consecutively, not consecutively but simultaneously...
Depp: Yes.
Letterman: Aren't you a little curious about how the work looks?
Depp: No.
Letterman: Wow! I'm telling you – that is solid, that is really good. Just turn on the camera let me do
it and get the heck out of here.

3. Discussion
• Do you believe what he says about not watching his own films?
• Why do you think Johnny Depp's answers become so short at the end of the interview?
• Why do you think ellipsis is such pervasive feature of informal spoken English?
• Do you use ellipsis when you speak? Why? Why not?

Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwkS-ERuNuk


